
Hunting Hall Green Cottages 
Our first environmentally-friendly holiday 

cottage was designed by a teenage environmental 
group to help guests experience a greener lifestyle and 

discover new eco-friendly ideas. Both cottages 
have many green features: ground source and 

air source heat pumps, solar panels, rain water 
harvesting etc.  

The Pond  
This has a bird hide and 

dipping platform  

The Lonnen 
In medieval times this would be 

the main route for pilgrims 
travelling to Holy Island.  

At the end of the 18th century it 
was a busy turnpike route for 

coal and lime carts. 

Bird Scrape 
A shallow pool for 

wading birds 

The Denes 
These fields are organically 
managed and many native 
wetland plants grow near 

the South Low Burn. 

Lowick Community  
Orchard 
In April 2011 we created a 
community orchard at Hunting 
Hall. There are now over 120 
heritage fruit trees planted in the 
orchard. The trees are still small 
but there is a seating area for 
picnics with a lovely view. 

Meg’s Wood and Pond 
This 3 acre wood and pond was 
designed by 13 year old Meg 
Burn as Young Environment 
Champion of the Year 2001 
Local children helped create 
wildlife glades. 

Crops 
Our arable land is rented out to a tenant 
who grows cereals and oil seed rape. 

Grassy Margins 
All our fields have  
a strip of grass and 
wild flowers  
around the edge to 
provide a habitat 
for wildlife.  

The Piggery Farm 
Resource Centre 

Classroom facilities with a 
kitchen area and toilets. 

Rare Breed Pigs 

Sediment Traps 
These pools catch 

sediment in 
water running 

off the 

Pollen and 
Nectar Mix 

Areas are sown to 
provide food and 

habitat for butterflies 
and bees. 
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Organic Sheep 
Tom keeps an organic sheep flock 

Farm Map 

The Pond Field 
Organic grassland 

The South Low Burn 
This small stream meanders 
through the Dene fields. It 
eventually joins the sea at 

Holy Island Causeway. 

Shepherd’s Hut 
 

Iron Age 
Settlement 

Circular ditches 
mark the site where 
roundhouses once 

stood. 

The Fuffins Wood 
In 2021 we planted 1200 
trees and shrubs to create a 
traditional, well-spaced, 
deciduous woodland. 

Wild Bird Area 
Sections of our fields have 
been sown with seed that 

will provide food and 
habitat for farmland birds.  



The Pond Field Short Walk 
Enjoy an easy walk from the cottage to a pond and woodland area. The walk is 1.4km and there is a hard path 
all the way around with several seats. To start, go through the small wicket to the side of the farm gate at the 

top of the yard. It is opposite The Fuffins and next to Newt Cottage garden wall. 

The Farmhouse 
Orchard 
Karen and Tom began 
planting this new 
orchard in 2014 for 
Karen’s birthday.  

Bird Scrape 
The RSPB helped us design 
this shallow pool. Its 
irregular muddy edges 
attract wading birds: oyster 
catchers and lapwing. You’ll 
also see swallows and other 
small farmland birds 
catching insects from the 
surface. 

Seats 
There are several 
seats along the path. 
Tom made this one 
for Margaret to 
enjoy watching the 
birds at the scrape. The Pond Field Wood 

Tom and Karen planted this 
narrow strip of woodland in 1992. 
Trees such as willow and alder that 
could survive in waterlogged soil 
were chosen. 

To the cottages 

Pond Dipping 
Platform 
There are lots of small 
creatures living amongst 
the broad leaved pond 
weed. Dipping equipment 
can be found in the hide. 

The Bird Hide 
This hide overlooking the small pond was 
built in 2004 and has a green roof. If you 
sit quietly you may see a moor hen and 
her chicks or a visiting mallard. 

The Farmhouse 
 

Wild Bird Seed Mix 
This area is sown with flowers to 
provide food and habitat for wild 
birds. Sunflowers, phacelia and 
borage attract insects in summer 
which young birds feed on and in 
autumn the  birds enjoy 
sunflower seeds. 

Barn Owl Box 
Look out for the barn owl 
box in the ash tree, just 
beyond the cottage garden. 
No barn owls have nested 
here yet, though they do 
visit it.  

Organic Grass 
We’ve recently converted this field to organic 
pasture. At the south end of the field there is a mix 
of grasses and wildflowers that the sheep are 
allowed to graze at certain times of the year. Our 
sheep’s fleeces are made into Hunting Hall’s  ‘Pure 
Northumbrian Organic Wool’ knitting yarn. 

Path and Trees 
A hard path, suitable for 
wheelchairs, goes around the 
Pond Field. Trees have been 
planted alongside the path by 
members of Berwick Wildlife 
Group and our holiday guests. 
 
We’ve planted approximately 
3300 new trees on the farm. 
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The Pond Field  
is named after the 
19th century mill 
pond and sluice gate 
that was once in 
front of the 
farmhouse. This 
photograph is dated 
1951, just after the 
Burns bought the 
farm. 

History 
This field was once boggy grassland. In 1984 Tom’s father filled in the disused mill pond, 
drained and ploughed the field for arable production. A strip of land remained too wet to work 
so in 1992 Karen and Tom embarked on their first environmental project and created a small 
pond and woodland. Several youth groups have carried out wildlife conservation projects here 
and in 2011/12 a footpath, hide and dipping platform were built as part of the farm’s 
Educational Access Scheme.  In 2015 Tom restored the field to organic grass pasture. 

Hedging 
This is one of the first hedges 
we planted on the farm with 
help from the Northumberland 
Wildlife Trust. In the autumn it 
is full of wild plums, crab apples 
and sloes. 

New Hedging 
We’ve planted over 2700m of new hedges on 
the farm. Look out for hawthorn, blackthorn, 
crab apple, hazel and dog rose. 

The Hunting Hall 
Shepherd’s Hut 


